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A new species of the genus Pschornia Townes, 1981 
(Hymenoptera, Serphidae) from th e European Part of Russia 
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ABSTRACT: The new speciesPschomia rossica 
sp.n. is described from a single female collected in 
the north-east of the European Part of Russia. 

PE3IOME: ITo e.ll.HIICTl:leUIIOH caJl1Ke c cel:lepo-
1:l0CTOKa EBpolIeflcKoH '-IaCHI POCCHH onHCblBaeTCH 
I10Bbtii Bl1.l1. Pschomia rossica sp.n. 

The Holarctic genus Pschomia Townes, 1981 
belongs to the tri be Cryptoserphini and inc! udes three 
species: P. minora Townes, 1981 and P. megaloura 
Townes, 1981 are known from Sweden only, and P. 
striata Townes, 1981 from Canada [Townes, 1981]. 
The representatives of the genus are extremely rare 
and known from a few specimens. Very little is known 
about the biology of the genus Pschomia; the larva 
of Thanasimus sp . (Coleoptera, Cleridae) was indi­
cated as a host [Pschorn-Walcher, 1958]. 

During an expedition to the Kirov Area (north­
east of the European Palt of Russia) in 1994 I 
collected by sweeping one specimen belonging to a 
new species of the genus Pschomia. The holotype of 
the new species is deposited in the Zoological Museum 
of the Moscow Lomonosov State University. 

Pschomia rossica sp.n. 
Figs. 1-3. 

Description . Female. Head. Ratio of length to width 
1.4; c1ypeus short and wide. Check moderately short, 
with groove from eye to mandible. Mandible long, 
narrow, with single tooth. Flagellum short. Second 
flagellar segment 3 times as long as wide. 

Thorax. Notaulus very short, about 0.5 of length of 
tegula. Median part of pronotum with long parallel 
horizontal wrinkles; upper anterolateral part of pronotum 
with swelling, not tubercle. Anterior edge of swelling 
margined by vertical carina. 

Subtegular area without weak wrinkling. Anterior 
margin of mesopleuron without continuous hair band. 

Horizontal groove of mcsopleuron cumplete. Mesupleural 
suture with six foveae in its upper half and five foveae in 
its lower half. Lower 1/ 3 of mcLapleuroll wilh reticula­
tion , rest smooth. Costal vein ending just beyond radial 
cell. Radial vein pale and weakly rounded. Sligma deep. 
Length of costal side of radial cell equal to 0.63 of depth 
of stigma. 

Abdomen. Without stalk. Base of syntergite with 
three grooves. Sheath of ovipositor long, thin , about 1.4 
times as long as hind tibia , COnvex and glittering frum 
below, with long longitudinal grooves from above. 
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Figs. 1-3.Pscbomia rossica sp.n.,¥ holotype: pronotum laterally 
(1), ovipositor sheath laterally (2), stigma of the wing (3). 

PI1C. 1-3. Pscbomia rossica sp.n., rOAOTwn ¥ : npOHOTyM C60KY 
(1), HO)I(HbI lI-Hijt!KAaAa C60KY (2), CTl1r.\;\a KpbIAa (3). 
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Color. Antennae dark brown . Coxae dark brown . 
Legs beyond coxae fulvous. Wings hyaline. Stigma dark 
brown. Sheath of ovipositor black. 

Length of body (without ovipositor) approx. 4 mm; 
length of fore \ .... ing - 2 mm. 

Male unknown . 
COMPARISON. The new species rillIS to the couplet 

"2" in the key given in [Townes 1981]. It is similar toP. 
megaloura, but diffe rs from the latter in having ovipositor 
shorter and thinner, lower part of ovipositor not concave 
laterally, and in the presence of reticulation but not 
distinct horizontal wrinkles on metapleuron. Differs from 
P. striata by longer ovipositor and in the presence of 
reticulation but not distinct horizontal wrinkles on 
metapleuron. 

MATERIAL EXAMINED. Holotypc ¥, Russia, Kirov Area, 
Yug River, BoIsheromanovo, 4-10.YIII.1994 (V. Kolyada). 
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